~~ '# ^^^c^ion NO. 09/-9T9T50-7- 

P.ease replace t.e paragraph beginning on page 10, line 
with the following: 
WE CLAIM: 

IN THE CLAIMS 

'"Z^ 1 claims 1-12 without prejudice or disclarmer 

^^^--^l^se cancel claims x 

of the subject matter contained therein. 



d the roj-xuwxix>-3 . — 

,,3. -V-ZZ^^'Z^^''^^^ °^ progression o£ 

"""^ > H fnr the evaluation of clinical 

rheumatoid arthritis (RA) and for 

■5 a=i a prognostic clinical 
course by detecting collagenase 3 as a P g 

marker, which comprises: ^ 

contacting tissues or body fluids with a substance that 
able to bln^to collagenase 3 or to collagenase 3. 

■ determining an amount of C— substance;) bounded 
collagenase 3 or bounded collagenase 3 , and 

correlating the amount of ^bounded substance^ bounde 
collagenase 3 mKNA or bounded collagenase 3, with an amount of 
collagenase 3 in the tissue or body fluid. 
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"l^o^ion NO. 0-97-9-79751:7 
. method fo. de.ec.in. an increased .ene.ic 
p.ea.spc.iUon .0. — o.. a....iU. --^^^ 
.ona.ena.e 3 as a p.o.nos.ic cUn.ca. ™a..e. »H.c. .o.p.ise.^ 
.on.ac.in. tissues o. body fluids wi.. a substance t.at ,s 
,.le tolbind^o collagenase 3 or to coilagenase 3, 

^ of bounded substance, bounded 
determining an amount of bouna 

collagenase 3 mRNA or bounded collagenase 3, and 

.orrelating the amount of bounded substance, bounded 
.oiiagenase 3 n^. or bounded coliagenase 3, with an amount of 
collagenase 3 in the tissue or body fluid. 

• ^ n nr 14, wherein 
15. The method according to claims 13 or 1 , 

■ r. determined qualitatively and 

collagenase 3 mRNA expression is determ 

quantitatively. 

■ nr 14 , wherein 

16 The method according to claims 13 or 1 , 

. both as a pro-enzyme and also in an activated 
collagenase 3, both as a px 

■ A r.n;,litatively and quantitatively, 
form, is determined qualita::ivexy 

method according to claims X3 or 1., therein 
catalytic activity of activated collagenase 3 is detected. 
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-1 -^^ 17 or 14, wherein 
X8 The method according to claims 13 or , 

quantitative relationships between coUa.enase 3 and (its/ 

3peci.ic or unspeci.ic inhibitors are determined 

... of tree collagenase 3 protein and of collagenase 3 

determination of free coixciy 

protein bound in complexes with inhibitors and compared. 

The method according to claims 13 or 1., wherein 
..novial me^rane preparations, cartilage and bone preparations 
preparations of a synovial me^rane/cartilage interf ace^ob- 
.ained in synovectomies, artificial ,oint replacement, Unter 
.lia operative intervention^ and also rn biopsies are used as 
tissue . 

T -^r. 17 nr 14, wherein 
20. The method according to claims 13 or 1 , 

synovial fluid or blood are used as body fluids. 

• ^ 17 nr 14 , wherein 
21 The method according to Claims 13 or 1 , 

.^Uagenase 3 and markers for fdetection of a more severe 

progression of ^ or markers for detection of an increased 

genetic predisposition are use^. 
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